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ae we yRTILL hoping to break into Ger- 
gramme ” many, World Citizen Garry 
designe Vis has issued an appeal for sup- 
‘in the | Wrt from his tent on the Kehl 
950 bridge, Strasbourg, where the Rhine 
Feb. 1! | flvides France from Germany. 
tI wrote # Permission to enter has now been 
i the di} franted by the German authorities; it is 
on 00 tim) the Allied High Command that is refus- 
d the ate@y ™g him a permit. 
returning _ About 200 sympathisers greeted. his 
have | “val at the Bridge on Dec. 20. President 
« directive yetleb of South Baden consented to admit 
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gAtter four days and nights of exposure, 
Marry Davis became ill and was persuaded 
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ed that Mie th uring his absence, volunteers manned 
sible, Sesh Rost, many of them students from 
by t lrasbourg University. A great reunion 
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o Ma Meanwhile, on the German side of the 


id discovr hidge, world-citizen Alexander Munzel, 23- 
mie Stuttgart student, has taken up his 
ch, 


Garry Davis has appealed for “ reinrorce- 
“ents of world-citizens to join him in his 
ission for a Franco-German rappreche- 


~ and to make this town the prototype 


Srld-city of the future. 
He writes: 
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‘onian, and as I dread, abeve ail things, 

Pot to be able to share the common It of 

iC waking, I returned last Novembez to the 
tld of legal documents. 


, nego “ 


T papers of American country of origin. 

hile I was one man against others, | took 

Rey possible legal procedure to returr to 

wharany to work for the reconstruction of 
4t I helped to destroy as an airman. 


’Wyers provide a new frontier 
he But what happened ?. They made me 9 
Blal jegal case. Authorised to live in 
thanee, | was refused permission to return 
ine’ if I left it. Then the authorities re- 

._ me leave to enter Germany. 
ten; Ehen again: when I wanted to cross a 
' frontier to reach Kehl, I found before 
4 new frontier created especially for 
two kilometres in front. 

Finally, since I arrived in Strasbourg, 
*tve been followed by the police night and 
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tag ,2™ convinced that it has not been a 
aby thing if, by these means, I have been 
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Raza, AMRAM BLAU, leader of the 
Fronp atchmen of the City, a small 
hig foil ultra-orthodox Jews, has ordered 
Wien OWers to refuse to do military 
tb Blau said he considered his group 
fitizens of the world” subject only 
~Nited Nations, in accordance with 
resolution .on the internationalisa- 
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alestine for protection for his 

- Rabbi Blau and other members 
ig poup were arrested last October for | 
vin disturbances allegedly caused | 
Watchmen tried to enforce rigid | 
Ce of the Jewish Sabbath.—RNS. 
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Cabane du Bonheur ”—house of happiness | 


The French authorities then handed ; 


cet international gathering in London re- | 
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PEACE NEWS 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 


THREEPENCE 


PACIFIST ISSUE 
AT ELECTION 


Meetings 


provide opportunities 


for 


foundation of tuture peace campaigns 


HERE is no doubt, writes Stuart Morris, that many people 

do appreciate the fact that the vital issue of foreign policy 
is being put by pacifist candidates, if not by those who represent 
the major parties, and the value of these meetings must not be 
judged only by the way in which they will affect votes at the 
moment. They are a valuable opportunity of showing an audience 
that pacifism proyides the only and much needed alternative to 
the policies which now involve the use of the H-bomb. 


During the past few days Stuart 
Morris has spoken at Llanelly on be- 
half of the Rev. Eirwyn Morgan, the 
Welsh Nationalist candidate and 
member of the PPU National Council, 
at Woolwich on behalf of Frank Han- 
cock, and at Neweastle on behalf of 
Fred Barton—both of whom are 
members of the Peace Pledge Union. 

At Llanelly, 750 people filled the Muni- 


cipal Hall for what was a really inspiring 
meeting. 

Some 300 attended the City Hall at New- 
eastle in spite of the bad weather which 
was probably one of the main reasons why 
the meeting at Woolwich Town Hall was 
poorly attended. 

In every case the audience, large or small, 


listened attentively; there was no attempt 
at interruption, and all the questions were 


¥ 
‘s | put constructively and sympathetically. 
h As 1 have often been regarded as 4 | 


Spend the money on houses! 


Complete opposition to the use of the H- 
bomb was pledged by Fred Barton, ILP 
candidate for Newcastle Central, at a meet- 
ing at the City Hall last week. 


Without peace, he said, social security and 
the welfare state could be destroyed in a 
night. He expressed his complete oppo- 
sition to conscription from every aspect, and 


| said the faet that some of the money re- 


ceived from USA was spent on arms_for 
the benefit of America only increased Rus- 
sian suspicion. 


Throughout his campaign, Fred Barton 


| has insisted that the foreign policy which 


both Labour and Tory parties support was 
tied to the framework of capitalism, and in 
its five years of power Labour has failed to 
produce a Socialist foreign policy. 


Nearly £800 million was spent annually 
on the Forces and, as Cripps informed us, 
every household in the country was contribu- 
ting 22s. 6d. a week to arms expenditure. 
Some of this money should be spent on 
houses for the people. 


Labour’s conscription worse than any 


Stuart Morris spoke on behalf of the No- 
Conscription Council. The Labour Party, 
he said, had imposed a form of conscription 
worse than any other country had ever done 
in peace-time: the ecalling-up of lads for 
service overseas. And he warned Sociaiists 
not to forget that troops could be used as 
blacklegs. 

Nothing was ever politically 
which was morally wrong, he said. 
He commented on the similarity between 

the foreign policies of Eden and Bevin, add- 
ing that the latter could not get away from 
the idea that Soviet Russia was a break- 
away from Transport House. 


The meeting was also addressed by Tom 
Colyer, ILP, who said the struggle for mar- 


right 


kets led to war whether under a Labour or | 


a Tory government. 


The capitalist economic system demanded 
competition and rivalry—every man for him- 
self and the devil take the hindmost—-and 
any government which administered that 
systery was inevitably drawn into war. 


Took principles seriously: gaoled 
Dan Carradice, ILP candidate for Burn- 
ley, is putting the pacifist issue well in the 
forefront of his campaign. 
Describing himself as a Libertarian 


that he “‘spent three years in gaol be- 

cause 1 had taken Christian, ethical and 

Socialist teaching seriously.” 

He repeats that the threat of a third 
world war is the greatest issue, not only for 


| this election, but for the whole world. 


That many countries should now, at a 
time of world-wide economic stress, be 
spending between a third and a half of their 
national incomes on preparing for war, is 


additionally futile, since any claim that war 


can settle disputes is now rendered obso- 
lete by science. 


H-bomb and Lancashire 


He rubs in the facts about the new 
weapons: The two A-bombs dropped in the 
last war killed 80,000 people and the area 
destroyed covered a radius of 23 miles. 


But the new H-bomb covers 50 square 
miles. One of them dropped in the centre 
of Burnley, he says, would destroy Burn- 
ley, Rawtenstall, Bacup, Todmorden, 
Grierfield, Nelson, Colne and Barrowford. 


We are told, he says, that scientists are 
worried about making these things. We must 
encourage their misgivings and appeal to 
them to refuse to co-operate in the making 
of them, for any such courageous lead on 
the scientists’ part would receive enthusi- 
astic support from the peoples of the world. 


Nothing else matters! 


That the prevention of another war is the 
only issue that matters in this election, is 
the keynote of Frank Hancock’s campaign 
at East Woolwich. 


We expected a Labour Government .to 
pursue a policy of neigbourliness, under- 
standing and goodwill, he says, and it has 
tragically disappointed us. 


He takes his stand on the principle 
once enunciated by Ernest Hevin (before 
he was Foreign Minister): “We want to 
teach our people that resistance to war 
is more glorious than to take part in it.” 


He reminds Labour voters that the 
Government, in introducing peace-time con- 
scription, has forged a weapon which may 
be used in future by a reactionary Conser- 
vative government to beat the workers back 
to their pre-war poverty. 


“Don’t grumble any more,” he says, 
“about shortages, overcrowding in old 
hauses, controls, exhorbitant prices, high 
taxation. 
to pay for war!” 


Newcastle and Woolwich 
need more helpers 


_Fred Barton, Neweastle’s PPU-ILP can- 
didate urgently needs more helpers to make 
sure of a complete canvass—volunteers 
should report at one of the 3 committee 
rooms, any evening from 7 p.m. (Monday to 
Friday), and from 5 p.m. on Saturday: 

ILP Main Committee Rooms, 195 Scots- 
wood Road, Newcastle, 4; 

Common Wealth Bookshop, 54 Blackett 
Street, Newcastle, 1; 

ILP Hall, 157 (Back) Shields Road, 
Byker, Newcastle, 6. 

Telephone enquiries: Neweastle 55336. 
Poster parade at Woolwich 

A poster parade will leave Frank Han- 
cock’s Committee Rooms at 19 Anglesea 
Road, Woolwich, tomorrow, Saturday, at 
3 p.m. Volunteers to carry posters and dis- 
tribute leaflets are required. 


N.S. REGISTRATION DAY 
POSTER PARADE 
A N anti-conscription poster parade on the 
next National Service Registration 
Day (Sat., March 4) is being organised by 
the Islington Peace Group. 
The parade will start from Rock Street, 
Finsbury Park (almost opposite Peace 


News office) at 3 p.m... Volunteers to carry 
posters or distribute leaflets are invited to 


s 


_ ese j | send their names to the organiser, Tristan 
Socialist and a Republican, he announces | 


Nelson, 58, Carleton Road, N.7. 
BACK FROM INDIA 


MPHE last of the delegates to return from 
the World Pacifist Conference in India 
were welcomed in London last. Monday. 
They were: Vera Brittain, Mildred 
Fahrni (Canada), Aage Jorgensen (Den- 
mark), Reg Reynolds, Igal Roodenko 
(USA), Henri Roser (France) and Michael 
Scott. A report of their impressions will 
be publishe? next week. 


That is the price we always have | 


EINSTEIN ON H-BOMB 


‘Solemn 
renunciation of 
force necessary’ 


PPEARING last Sunday in the 

first of a series of television 
programmes conducted by Mrs. 
Roosevelt, Prof. Eimstein told 
America that security through arms 
was a “ disastrous illusion.” 


Radio-active poisoning of the atmosphere, 
and hence annihilation of any life on earth, 
was now a technical possibility. 

The sinister aspect of this development 
lay in its apparently compulsory trend. 
Every step appeared as an unavoidable 
consequence of the preceding one, and 
pointed only to more and more annihilia- 
tion, 


Militarist’s increasing power 


This “ mechanistic technical - military 
psychological attitude” had inevitable con- 
sequences. Every single act in foreign 
policy was governed exclusively by one 
view and led to serious deterioration of 
social life, exemplified by the intimidation 
of people of independent thinking, the indoc- 
trination of the public by radio, press and 
school, and the growing restriction of the 
range of publie information under pressure 
of military secrecy. 

It was impossible to achieve peace 
while every single action was taken with 
a possible future conflict in view. The 
first problem was to abolish mutual fear 
and distrust, and to this end a solemn 
renunciation of violence was necessary. 


Conscription 5 
conditions youth 
to evil 


CHURCHMEN CONDEMN 
NATIONAL SERVICE 


TEYHAT no Christian Minister who was 

prepared to advocate the use of 
the H-bomb had a right to mount the 
pulpit steps, was the opinion expressed 
by Dr. Donald Soper at a “ Churches 
Challenge Conscription” meeting in 
London last week. 


“What is more totalitarian than con- 
scription?” he asked. People were con- 
tinually reminded of lost liberties in other 
countries, yet rarely was conscription in 
Britain condemned. 


The need of the moment, he believed, was 
for pacifists to communicate their faith in 
pacifism, not merely its arguments. 


“ Outside this hall,” he said, “ there is an 
uneasy indifference not hostility.’ Men 
were opposed to war but could not see their 
way out of it. 


He concluded with a pledge that hence- 
forth he would devote himself more to work 
against militarism as an important part of 
his corporate life. 


Lyn Harris, headmaster of St. Christo- 
pher’s School, Letchworth, was applauded 
when he thought it more practical to ac- 
cept domination and slavery than attempt 
to annihilate our enemies by means now 
being devised, because, as history re- 
peatedly showed, the oppressed could teach 
the oppressors. 


By conscripting youth we were virtually 
saying, “ You are not free to follow God,” 
and conditioning them to evil. 


If my dead sons could be here... 


Rev. Mercer-Wilson, of St. George the 
Martyr C of E, said he had only lately be- 
come convinced of the truth of pacifism and 
was now endeavouring to get free from the 
prejudices of his early training in a mili- 
tary family. 


He had lost two sons in the war and be- 
lieved that if they could speak to him now 
py would say they had taken the wrong 
path, 


Rev. Claud Coltman, of Weigh-House 
Church, said Nonconformists who supported 
conscription had departed from all that the 
Free Churches stood for. 


“We never have a Church Conference 
that does not announce that war is con- 
trary to the mind of Christ,” he said. 
“That being so, surely the Church should 
protest against our lads being trained in 
this way.” 


Rev. James Fraser, former Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church of England, was 
in the chair. An appeal for support for the 
work of the No Conscription Council was 
made by Roger Page, who was giving up 
the Secretaryship on his departure for an 
Australian tour. 
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~ what nations think of each other. 


~ politics. 


' offers a form of 
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PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


Stamford Hill 2262 


Available from Newsagents and Bookstalls, 
or direct from the above address. 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Britain and abroad: Three months, 
4.a. 4d.; six months, 8d. 8d.: twelve 
months, 16s. 8d. 


TOLERANCE 


E would like to endorse the 

plea for tolerant international 
understanding which Roy Sherwood 
makes in the adjacent columns. 


It is not without reason that sup- 
porters of the Liberal Party claim 
that this is fundamentally a Liberal 
country—a claim in nowise weakened 
by Mr. Churchill’s claim that the 
British people are Conservative at 
heart. 


For the struggle to realise in social 
life the toleration of differences in 
outlook and belief and to enable men 
to live side by side with their funda- 
mental differences of opinion, has dis- 
tinguished this country’s history far 
more than any other factor. 


It should therefore come easily to a 
liberal-minded people to insist upon the need 
for an unprecedented effort towards the 
understanding of what we may call 
“national” viewpoints. 


While national sovereignty exists, the 
national and the individual] viewpoints on 
public affairs are bound to be to a great 
extent merged. Only a minority are free 
from the bias of environment. 


Within each nation, and particularly in 
these days of radio and huge newspaper 
circulations, vast numbers of people pas- 
sively accept judgments which, if free of 
this form of mass education, they might 
not hold at all. And in no way has this a 
more serious effect than on the opinions 
which the people of one nation hold of the 
people of another. 


Jf a newspaper told you what kind of man 
your next-door. neighbour was, you could 
easily test it. But when a newspaper tells 
you that the Russians are ... the Russians 
want... The Russians will... etc., ete., 
it is so difficult to question it that many 
people take the line of least resistance and 
accept it. 


It has not always mattered very much 
Today it 
matters terribly. For we are living in the 
most warlike period in chistory. 


No rational man, no man with any sense 
of moral responsibility, would attempt to 
judge the opinions or behaviour of another 
without attempting to put himself in the 
other’s place and view the situation in the 
light of what he knows of the other man’s 
experience. 


Modern psychology, 
analytical methods which are being intro- 
duced into education and mental therapy, 
are making this approach to sympathetic 
understanding rapidly familiar to a section 
of the public well beyond the sphere of “ ex- 
perts.” But they have, as yet, no acknow- 
ledgement in the realm of international 
Nationally speaking, we still 
judge other nations as if their collective 
experience and ‘their whole history were 
identical] with our own. 


We judge Russia as if it had had three 
centuries’ incessant struggle towards politi- 
cal democracy ; we judge USA as if it had 
been a going concern long before William 
Merwe: landed on Long Island in 


_ The encouragement of this tolerance and 
its extension from domestic to international 
politics is a primary duty, not only of paci- 
fists, but of all liberal-minded people; and it 
: intervention in world 
affairs for which this country is fitted by 
experience and tradition. 


SE MEE - es, 


The latest books, pamphlets and 

periodicals (whether or not reviewed in 

Peace News) are always available from 
the pacifist Booksellers 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


Send 5.3.0. for latest list. Mail order specialists. 
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Do 


the Americans 


justice 


A Commentary by ROY SHERWOOD 


HAT hope there is of bringing 

America and Russia to mutual 
understanding depends so greatly and 
so obviously on our own mediating 
abilities that there is no vestige of 
excuse for us if we remain ignorant 
or forgetful of any factors of im- 
portance in determining their respec- 
tive attitudes. 


I cannot deal with both sides within the 
space limits of a 1,000-word commentary, 
and I have more than once endeavoured to 
do justice to the Soviet viewpoint. Let us 
therefore, try this week to dig out some 
of the facts which make the Americans 
more self-righteous, and even more sus- 
picious of Russia than most Europeans, in 
their reactions to the spectre of a third 
world war. 


Most of us take it for granted that there 
is no essential difference between the two 
branches of the Anglo-Saxon world except 
that we are more concerned about welfare 
legislation, politically and diplomatically 
ahead of Washington, and therefore more 
flexible in international affairs. We think, 
in fact, that the difference is mainly one 
of degree, with the advantage on our side 
except for sheer power, and that it is a 
pity that the Americans cannot make haste 
to catch up with us. And there are even 
millions among us who are satisfied with 
the meanly suspicious belief that the 
American attitude towards atomic warfare 
is due simply to their creater distance from 
the places where the Russians are likely to 
be able to make such warfare fully effec- 
tive. I have known pacifists to share that 
uncharitable belief: 


The effect of Pearl Harbour 


[ET us dispose of this point first, because 
it is the most elemental. 

We came into the last war as a result 
of a guarantee, voluntarily given five or 
six months earlier to the Poles, after we 
had decided that further bargaining with 
Hitler would be useless. But we had done 
some pretty shady bargaining, and we had 
thrown the guarantee at the Poles in 
deliberate challenge to Hitler. 


Not President Roosevelt himself, but the 
American people as a whole were flung 
into that war by the attack on Pearl Har- 
bour, made by another authoritarian re- 
gime—as authoritarian as Hitler’s and the 
Soviets’, 

It is not surprising therefore, that there 
should be a fundamental difference between 
the two people’s attitude to the possibility 
of an altogether unexpected attack by 
authoritarians. An event for which Presi- 


came as an utter shock to the American 
people. 


Substitute Russia for Japan, and New 
York for Pearl Harbour, and it becomes 
easy enough to understand what we over 
here sometimes ca]l America’s war hysteria. 


Remember USA and Versailles 
AS for American self-righteousness, it 

_ behoves us to remember that the 
United States did not take part in the Ver- 


sailles Treaty. They went so far as to dis- 
avow their own President. 


Now, after the second world war, it is 
again becoming fashionable to speak of 
that treaty as if it had been a reasonable 
settlement; and some Germans, who re- 
cently said what they thought of it, have 
been severely called to order. But in the 
1930’s, when minds were comparatively 
cool, it was universally admitted that the 
Versailles Treaty was both stupid and un- 
just. If America is encouraged by her 
non-ratification of modern history’s most 
vindictive treaty towards a subconscious 
self-righteousness, she igs merely showing 
that she is human. There is not a nation 
that has not done as much and more, on 
slenderer grounds. 


Here, incidentally, before passing on to 
more specifically political facts, it seems 
advisable to recall something else: If the 
Pearl Harbour attack, made while a 
Japanese Envoy was actually negotiating 
in Washington, had not been so terrible 
an outrage against human decency, the first 
atomic bomb might not have been dropped 
on Japan without warning. Human _ re- 
actions are not altogether incalculable. 
They are only disappointingly primitive 
and crude. 


The significance of Marshall Aid 


JGVEN if we take the view that Marshall 
~ Aid is largely inspired by self-interest, 


it still stands out as the most erflightened | 


expression of such interest that the world 
has ever seen. 


We in this country shall not know until 
after the General Election whether we 
really mean to be a welfare state (and 
mean to make the considerable sacrifices 
this will involve), or whether the advent of 
the Labour Government in 1945 was a mere 
excursion into’ political adventure, in 
obedience to dissatisfaction with the exist- 
ing state of things. 


Certain it is, that our conditions were 
such as to clamour for a change with an 
insistence of which America, up to this day, 
has as yet no experience. But she is not 
to be blamed—only to be congratulated— 
for that. America, sceptical on the subject 
of our economic ideas of the last five years, 


“has no feeling” for them but accepts! Peace Committee, 


them in deference to our common concer 
tion of democratic liberty. 


Different experience, different valu® 


WVE, having forgotten centuries ago the 
** conditions which produced the Bor 
shevik revolution in Russia, “have no feel; 
ing” for a purely economic conception 

democracy, denying all political right® 
The Americans, needless to say, are eve 
further removed from it, since it makes # 
appeal to them even economically. 4 

the Russians simply do not miss politic! 
liberty because they have never had it 


It would take a process even length 
than the one the occupation authoriti@ 
find so awkward in Germany, to induce 
Russians to develop any taste for it. Bat 
they can see where their economic syst? 
is better than ours. With both sides 


vinced that they have something the oth@ f 
side lacks but needs for complete happines® } 


charges of imperialism are merely silly. 
So each pities the other! 


WHILE the leaders of both sides fight 

in every meeting between them, the 
masses of both sides pity each other 
(the other side’s) non-possession of 50? 
thing valued by the pity-er and disregard® 
or ignored by the pity-ed. 


Such a state of affairs is crazy enough 
to throw an altogether new light on the 
question of political wisdom, If it is tm 
that we possess more of this than anybo 
else—as it is undoubtedly true that * 
shall be the most annihilated sufferers 
atomic warfare—it would seem to be ® 
duty to the whole world to persevere Ua 
we find ways and means of getting © 
Americans and the Russians to accept % 
principle that mutual accommclda'tion 


better than reciprocal destruction. 
on 


The Quaker 
Peace Testimony 


War... is the most opposite to your 
profession, and therefore you should pe 
your interest against it as your greaté 
enemy. vy Ge 

How shall the rays of Christiantty ii 
fluence Turks and Infidels when they 8 ‘ote 
see, that under the pretence of that rely" ‘- 
its professors shall have the hottest anune 
| ties and hatred ? 


—John Bellers (1654-1725) 


is an extract from. 
an anih 
d Hew. 
Frient 


The above 
Mines Peace Testimony,” 
‘compiled by Jos. S. Rowntree an 
‘Byles Ford and published by the 
6d. 
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dent Roosevelt may have been prepared , 
ATOM SNOOPERS WONT BRING PEACE 


ECENT publicity about the 

“ H-bomb ” and whether or not 
the United States should go ahead 
on its production has let loose an- 
other spate of philosophising about 
atom bombs in general. 


The “H-bomb” is reported to be prin- 
cipled upon the splitting of the hydrogen 
atom, possibly using an “ ordinary” (now) 
split uranium atom to start the process, and 
to reproduce, the process that goes on in 
the sun by or with a momentary production 
of heat equivalent to that at the sun’s 
centre. The “H-bomb” is variously reported 
as having a destructive power up to 1,000 
times that of “an ordinary atom bomb, the 
sort that blasted Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


A group of hopeful American physicists 
has issued an appeal that, whilst the United 
States should defensively produce the bomb, 
it should pledge itself not to use it unless 
it or one of its allies is first attacked with 
it: 

Good luck to the American physicists ! 
After the first atom bomb was used on a 
Japanese city, every publicist, even the most 
reactionary newspaper leader-writers, 
wrote solemnly about the means for self- 
destruction man now had in his hands. 
For a week or so the whole worid nearly be- 
came pacifist and humanitarianism was the 
latest seven-day wonder. 


However, the strain of this soon proved 
too much, the fuss died down and the atom- 
bomb became scarcely relevant as far as 
international politics were concerned. This 
isn’t an exaggeration; the tone of interna- 
tional relations hasn’t altered one whit be- 
cause of the atom-bomb. Neither will it 
because of the H-bomb. 


Ba 


OTHING is more futile to my mind than 

this. practically universal insistence 
that international control of atomic energy 
and the outlawing of the atom-bomb (and 
the H-bomb now) is the key to mankind’s 
survival. I suggest that it is diverting 
atlention from the real key issue which is 
the outlawing of war itself. 


Personally. I don’t think it is inevitable 
that, even if there is a third world war, 
atomic bombs will be used. I don’t say that 
they won’t. But it is surely a first military 
principle that whilst you must make your 
war as destructive as possible, you. mustn’t 


By DOUGLAS ROGERS 


let the destructiveness get out of contro! 
and rebound to the prejudice of your war 
purpose. A militarist, before he decides a 
policy, must weigh up the possible advan- 
tages against the possible disadvantages, 
and, if in a future war, both sides are 
equally possessed of atomic weapons, it is 
quite likely that neither side will be pre- 
pared to initiate their use. 


Even in the last war, when the Germans 


were fighting a last. ditch battle and bring- 
ing their cities crashing around them, 
they didn’t risk using poison-gas or bac- 
teriological weapons. I believe they could 
have had these weapons ready if they had 
wanted them. 


However, I am not advancing this as an 
optimistic argument because there are ex- 
plosive weapons enough without atom- 
bombs. And I am sure that a third world 
war, with or without atomic weapons, will 
be a catastrophe, causing such material and 
spiritual destruction as to destroy the last 
vestiges of any sort of society worth living 
in. 

That is why I believe that the present ob- 
session about atomic control is based on a 
fallacy. Attempts to reach agreement on 
this issue. have failed consistently and, 
whilst I don’t want to preach pessimism, I 
believe they will go on failing. Of course, 
we all know about Russian resistance to 
having atomic inspectors rummaging about 
their fields and factories for secreted 
atomic weapons. I don’t know whether this 
is a relevant objection or not. 


* 


WHAT seems perfectly fantastic to mie 

is the notion that you can have inter- 
national control of atomic weapons whilst 
simultaneously letting rip with all the other 
means of war—manufacturing ad lib. all 
other types of weapons, basing international 
affairs on nationalistic concepts, pursuing 
economic methods that encourage the causes 
of war, childishly dogmatising about one 
“ ideology ” as against another . = 


After all, however many inspectors are 
enrolled in the international service for 
atomic control, the outlawing of the bomb 
must be based ultimately upon trust. No 
one suggests outlawing the production of 
atomic energy and destroying all atomic 
piles, blueprints and scientists who know 
how to produce them or are likely to know. 
And no one surely believes that the inter- 


. Seer jnue 
national atomic inspectorate could conor 
to function across the frontiers once 
had been declared. 


Hence, when war had started the insPed 
torate would be thrown  overboar' p 
each side would automatically begins as 
duction of atomic weapons a5 S 
possible. » pein 

I don’t mind “atomic control as 
kept on the international agenda in ite 
general idea, but I refuse to believ | yet 
I see no evidence of the internationa, any 
necessary to outlaw the bomb and, mot the 
case, if that trust existed the problem 
atom-bomb wouldn’t. 
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Rade by the Ven. Perey Hartill, Archdeacon 
" Stoke-on-Trent, speaking at a meeting 
Tanged by Nottingham Peace Group at 
| Friends Meeting House, Nottingham, 
“St week, 

, Archdeacon Hartill said that the USSR 
fad suffered more material ravages during 
€ war than any other country in Europe, 
Patticularly in the Ukraine, where the 
Scorched earth” policy had left millions 
Meless and devasted the whole land. 


Help rebuild Russia 
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NATION-WIDE H-BOMB PROTESTS 
Break the vicious 


BRITAIN’S SUPREME 
OPPORTUNITY 


‘Must serve as peacemaker’ 
says Fenner Brockway 


HO wins the Slough election 

seems to me a small thing in 
face of the H-bomb,” says Fenner 
Brockway, Labour candidate, in a 
statement to the Slough Observer. 


Making an appeal ‘above party 
sions,” Fenner Brockway continued: 

“We MUST find a basis of agreement be- 
tween America and Russia about this new 
scientific warfare. 


“ Those of us who believe in Liberty dis- 
like Russian totalitarianism. Those of us 
who believe also in Socialism dislike Ameri- 
ean capitalism. But one elementary need 
rises above these differences. It has now 
become a matter of the preservation of the 
human race itself, 


“Britain has a supreme opportunity 
to build a bridge between America and 
Russia. I want to see our country serve 
humanity in this way. 

“ America is considering talks with Rus- 
sia. If America takes the _ initiative, 
Britain must serve as peace-maker. If 
America hesitates, Britain must take the 
initiative herself.” 

Statements from the Communist, Con- 
servative, and Liberal candidates were also 
published, none of them mentioned foreign 
policy. 


Overshadows the 
Election—ILP 


RY their successful policy of rearmament, 

and by making this country into a base 
for the USA, the Labour Party is leading 
Britain into a third world war, says a state- 
ment on the H-Bamb by the N-E Divisional 
Council of the ILP, 


“We are becoming an occupied country, 
under the orders of the United States 
military chiefs, and the Tories applaud 
this policy,” the statement continues: 


“An atomic war would be hell on earth, 
and this little Island would be a sitting 
target, right in the firing line between 
America and Russia, if we were stupid 
enough to take part. The ILP stands for 
Neutrality. 

“An immediate declaration of neutrality 
offers the only hope of saving Britain from 
being wiped out if war occurs.” 


divi- 


World Govt. Questionnaire 
for Midland Candidates 


PPuE following questions have been sent 
out to all candidates in the six coun- 
uies of Warwick, Stafford, Leicester, Derby, 
Nottingham and Northampton by the West 
Midlands Region of the Crusade for World 
Government: 
1. Do you believe that the first concern of 
all Governments should be the main- 
tenance of -World Peace? 


2. Do you believe that the establishment 
of World Peace is not possible whilst all 
the nations of the world retain full 
sovereignty? 


3. Do you agree that, in the absence of 
enforceable World Law administered by 
a World Federal Government and appli- 
cable to individuals as well as nations, 
World Peace cannot be assured, and 
that the establishment of a World 
Federal Government is of primary 
importance ? 

4. If returned to Parliament will you sup- 
port by every means the proposals of the 
Crusade for World Government as set 
out in the enclosed “ Plan in Outline ”? 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


LIVERPOOL: Sybil Morrison met PPU 
members at a tea-time ‘gathering before 
the No Conscription Meeting on Thursday, 
Feb. 9. About 25 members were present 


'and there was a good tea and lively dis- 


cussion on PPU activities and campaigning. 
Sybil Morrison said how pleased she was 
to meet with so many staunch pacifists, un- 
shaken in their faith and full of vigour and 
energy in their pacifist work. 


NEWCASTLE: About 70 people heard 
Fred Barton, Newcastle-on-Tyne ILP ecan- 
didate, and Sybil Morrison, Campaign Or- 
ganiser, state the case against conscription, 
The audience were mostly already “con- 
verted” but there were interesting ques- 
tions and important and necessary discus- 
sions on action. Llewellyn Lloyd, the sec- 
retary, told of his campaign against compul- 
sory “cadet” service in the schools, and 
there were many offers to assist him. 


LEEDS: The Peace Council is to hold a 
social on March 10 at Carlton Hill in order 
to raise funds for public activities. Pro- 
mises of support for this effort or contri- 
butions should be sent to Kenneth Chad- 
wick, 32 Spencer-place, Leeds, 7. 


S. AYSHIRE: Sybil Morrison addressed 
three meetings with Emrys Hughes last 
Friday night in mining villages in his con- 
stituency. Stuart Morris will be speaking 
towards the close of the campaign. 


} 


EHIND the headlines of 
what ‘has been described as 
the “irrelevant” Election, the 
real problems of mankind pile 
up unobserved and unrecorded. 


While soap-box orators blow 
bubbles of hot air, the fundamentals 
of food, work and family receive only 
perfunctory attention. 
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Behind the News... 


disclosed by Dr. Xuma, President of 
the African National Congress, writ- 
ing in “ Indian Opinion.” 

He records a steady deterioration in 
the situation of the African, who has 
suffered over the last eighteen months 
the following losses: 


1. The abolition or reduction of the 
African children’s feeding scheme, 
while doubling that for Europeans. 


2. Reduction of funds for rehabili- 


It is not always tation in the re- 
remembered, in the serves. 
mists of ideology, 3. Bepulsion of 
that Asia is sutfer- thousands of Afri- 
ing from chronic cans from towns 


starvation. Of 
China and_ Russia, 
the Chicago Daily 
News observes: “ We 
cannot even assume 
that the national 
‘leaders . . . are im- 
mune and capable of norma] reason- 
ing. They are subject to the effects of 
the surgings of their own masses and 
limited by the fears and forebodings 
of the physically starved populations.” 

The only answer to India’s problems, 
it has been said, is de-population; the 
only answer, that is. under the pre- 
sent system of trading and money- 
values. An alternative—Harijan— 
would be a simpler standard of living, 
commensurate with the country’s re- 
sources. And this, it is suggested, is 
the real issue between Russia and the 
West. The USSR has refused fo fol- 
low Western standards, and thereby 
constitutes a “menace” to our civilis- 
ation. 


Work and Want 


GREATER menace, per- 
haps, lies in the idiocy of 
working primarily for money. 
Gandhi’s concept of work is de- 
scribed thus by J. C. Kumarappa: 
“ Work was respected according to the 
worser’s character and _ personality. 
Seavenging could be the noblest of 
professions and the pursuit of law the 
meanest of criminal] ventures accord- 
ing to the motives of the actors. 


“This code conferred dignity on man 
himseH, apart from his environment, 
birth or material circumstances. So 
that even the poorest in the land can 
enjoy a status equal to that of the 
highest, pravided the needed charac- 
ter and personality were present.” 

The American “ Interpreter,” advo- 
cate of decentralisation, deplores our 
continued faith in legislation, politics 
and officials to solve these problems. 
It recommends return to a “ family 
culture,” with production only for the 
family needs—“ Don’t live principally 
to feed city families. Persuade the 
majority of urban families to come 
ouf to the country and do likewise.” 


Dusty Answer 


O these crying needs, official 
representatives of the 
richest nation on earth have 
only one answer—arms, and still 
more arms, 
Reading the astronomic figures of 
S arms expenditure, it is ditticult not 
to fall into paranoia and see every- 
thing as a sinister conspivacy. But if 
the hydrogen bomb is a delusion, it is 
uncomfortably real. It is certainly 
the offspring of a delusion: the myth 
of the infallibility of big business. 


Warning Whistle 


S America makes _ the 
bombs, so Britain makes 
ready to receive them. 

But business here is reported slow. 
Only a few volunteers have come for- 
ward for CD training in Islington and 
St. Pancras, reports the North London 
Press. Sole dissident voice on the 
Civil Defence Sub-Committee was 
that of Labour Councillor Bucknell. 
“TI feel it is absolutely impossible to 
separate civil defence measures from 
the whole war machine —- from the 
offensive preparations now_ being 
made,” he said. “I don’t believe in 
violence, I believe it is a complete 
negation of Christianity.” 

This view is endorsed in the Crox- 
ley Labour News, which reproduces, 
as “xn horrible reminder of horrible 
days,” the PN photograph of Dresden 
raid victims—unidentified bodies piled 
high on girders in the main street to 
be publicly cremated. Three hundred 
thousand died in that raid. 

An atomic war, it is pointed out, 
will not be relieved by “a little man 
with a whistle, however courageous. 


Off-white Africa 
T is not inconceivable that 
food is at the back of the 
racial policy of Dr. Malan. | 
Whatever the cause, disquieting 


facts about the state of the South 
African Union under apartheid are 


PARADE 


to ‘rural or min- 
ing centres. 

4. Retrenche- 
ment of Africans 
in semi-skilled or 


Skilled civil ser- 
vice posts. 
5. Reductions of old-age 


pensions and other benefits, while 

increasing these for Europeans. 

6. Reduction of housing funds and 

denying African workers’ participa- 

tion in State building contracts. 

7. Threat of deprivation of all ves- 

tiges of politica) rights. , 

Dr. Xuma deplores the European 
attitude of duping the “innocent and 
unsuspecting Afmcan” with specious 
benefits under apartheid. The 
majority of Africans, however, were 
uncompromisingly opposed to the 
policy. But they were too easily 
cowed by brutality, and too ready to 
sit back and wait for outside help. 

It is emphasised that the National 
Congress, although it has always 
stood for the building of a free Afri- 
can nation, is not opposing Europeans 
as such. “We are not fighting any 
particular party or Government. 
What we are fighting is the wicked 
policy of racial discrimination and 
colour domination. We reject the 
theory of white supremacy since, in 
practice, it is synonymous with op- 
pression of non-whites by whites.” 


Boomerang 


URTHER to the _ north, 

white supremacy is hardly 
more happy in the role of trus- 
tee of subject peoples. All is 
not well in the disputed lands of 
Eritrea and Ethiopia. 

The International Ethiopian Coun- 
cil (Chairman: Peter Freeman, MP; 
Hon. Sec: E. Sylvia Pankhurst) re- 
ports that a militant youth organisa- 
tion “ Andinet,” is pressing Eritrean 
claims for re-unicn with Ethiopia. 

Domination by Italy is feared, but it 
is disturbing to learn that meanwhile 
British trusteeship includes opera- 
tions by jet-bombing planes. This 
action has had the effect of making 
the young militants into national 
heroes, particularly so as during the 
war British propagandists promised 
reunion with Ethiopia in return for 
service, 

But the terms of that appeal, issued 
now by “New Times and Ethiopia 
News,” were hardly a favourable au- 
gury: “This is the honourable lite 
for the Eritvean: to have the guts to 
eall his people a Nation; to cease to 
be the slave of the Italian; to com- 
mand battalions; to drive tanks; to 
pilot aircraft .. .” The disadvantages 
in dealing with simple peoples is that 
they are prone to take things literal- 
ly. 


Pennies for Peace 


MXN the other side of the coin is the 

simple humanity of the school- 
children of France who donated one 
franc each last summer towards a 
holiday camp for war orphans, bring- 
ing together fifty children from six- 
teen countries, Worldover Press 
reports that it is hoped to provide an 
even larger camp this year. 


Credit Account 


LSO on the credit side is the Inter- 

national Children’s Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF) allocation of a total 
of 2,382,000 dollars for Child-aid re- 
lief programmes for Palestine refu- 
gees outside Israel; for Jewish and 
Arab children in Israel; and for Fin- 
land and Afghanistan. A contribution 
also goes towards ‘the cost of a Con- 
gress of Pediatricians in Zurich in 
July, 1950. : 

A further million and a quarter 
dollars will finance large-scale assis- 
tance to improve health and nutrition 
of Latin-American children. 


MARGARET TIMS 


' 
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How the fight again 


Conscription and Conscience, by J. 


HIS is a detailed account of what 
happened to Conscientious Objec- 
tors in the 1914-18 war. 


There were, in round figures, 16,000 of 
them who registered between Jan., 1916, 
when the Military Service Act was passed, 
and Nov., 1918, when the war came to an 
end. Out of this total some 10,000 accepted 
non-combatant work in the forces, joined 
the Friends’ Ambulance Unit, or undertook 
work assigned to them as being of national 
importance. The remaining 6,000 refused 
to accept anything except unconditional ex- 
emption, were arrested, tried and sentenced. 


- It is difficult for those who did not live 

through that time to realize the depth and 
extent of the hostility aroused by the COs. 
The idea that it really was a matter of con- 
science with them was rejected out of hand 
and they were universally branded as 
cowards and skrimshakers. 


Although the Act contained a provision 
for unconditional exemption, the Tribunals 
openly disregarded it and granted exemp- 
tion only on condition of undertaking non- 
combatant duties in the Forces. 


The first tribunals 


"The members of the Tribunals were for 
the most part elderly local magnates and 
tradesmen known to be in fayour of war, 
and in any case they were completely under 
the domination of the military. Two re- 
presentatives of the War Office attended 
all the sessions and even accompanied the 
members when—which was_ seldom—they 
retired to consider their verdict. 


As a rule it was sufficient for the mili- 
tary to say “ We want these men ” for ob- 
jection to be summarily rejected. 


There was no attempt at observing pro- 
per rules of procedure; deliberate misstate- 
ments of the law were frequent and the 
objectors were openly brow-beaten. Every 
attempt was made to break the spirit of 
the objectors and the brutality with which 
they were treated by the army authorities 
was such that the Government had to take 
their treatment out of the hands of the 
military and transfer them for punishment 
to ordinary civil prisons. 


But even there they received such harsh 
treatment that 71 died as the direct result 
of it. The infamous Cat and Mouse pro- 
eedure was adopted and some were con- 
stantly in and out of prison for three and a 
half years; for punishment went on even 
after tne war ended, and the last CO was 
not released until July, 1919. 


In 1917 the Government devised a scheme 
of work in camps as an alternative to 
prison and some three fourths of those who 
had been sentenced accepted this. But con- 
ditions in the camps were very bad and the 
work imposed was hard physical toil at jobs 
which were entirely useless, 


Uncompromising opposition 


Various organisations existed for the de- 
fence of conscience but the largest, most 
comprehensive, and most efficient of them 
all was the No-Conscription Fellowship. 
It had no religious or political basis but 
was composed of those who were willing 
to express in action their uncompromising 
hostility to conscription. In practice the 
most active members were Socialists and 
Quakers. 


It is impossible to over-estimate the ser- 
vices rendered by the Fellowship. It bound 


{C. D. Batchelor, New York Daily News) 


“Come on in, I'll treat you right. 
I used to know your Daddy.” 


FIRST COs 


st conscription began 


W. Graham. Allen and Unwin, 1922, 

torether thousands of young men, most of 
them isolated and inarticulate, whose 
sufferings would have been intolerable had 
they been left to fight alone. lt carried on 
a continuous battle of wits against civil and 


military establishments in which it was 
generally successful, and it broke down tra- 
ditions in Army and prisons until those in 
authority were completely baffled. 


In spite of every attempt by the police to 
prevent it, 100,000 copies of the journal 
“Tribunal” were sent out monthly. Pam- 
phlets and leaflets were issued in a con- 
stant stream which had the effect of stir- 


ring up a mass of intellectual opinion in 
favour of the COs and even the Trade 
Unions were roused to protest. 

The stand made at that time, in fact, was 
a noble effort of citizenship the object of 
which was to defeat an evil system which 
denied the fundamental rights of the indi- 


FOR THE 
UNDER TWENTIES 


“Conscription and Conscience” has 

long been out of print but copies may 

be borrowed from the libraries at Dick 

Sheppard House and Friends House, 
London. 


By Dr. A. K. Jameson 


vidual. In this respect it is ‘worthy to 
stand alongside of the opposition to the 
monarchy of the 17th century and other 
great assertions of human rights. 


The result has been that in the 1939-45 
war 67,000 registered as COs and the Tri- 
bunals accepted the principle that the depth 
of a man’s conscientious objection was the 
criterion by which he must be judred, not 
the grounds on which the objection was 
based. 

It is recognised now that the final judge- 

.ment on participation in war is the busi- 
ness of the individual, not of the State. 
What remains to be done now is to per- 
suade as many as possible to exercise that 
judgement against participation. That is 
the only way in which war can be abolished, 
but in the meantime pressure must be 
brought to bear unceasingly on the Govern- 
ment to _ put an end to conscription, es- 
pecially in peace time. For that purpose 
this book is a heartening lesson in what | 
can be done by a small body of resolute 
men to arouse public opinion and to force 
the hand of Government. 


Publications received 


HIS ELECTION 
FORECAST 


A History of the Next Hundred Years— 
Unless, by Hamilton Fyfe. Allen & 
Unwin, 3s. 6d. 


TYHE author is not really successful in 

his pretence that this is a brief account 
of the last hundred years written by a 
historian of 2050, but probably that does 
not greatly detract from the value of his 
little book. He has spent sixty years in 
Fleet Street and his speculations as to the 
probable course of events deserve attention 
in whatever form he may clothe them. 


That last word in the title is cryptic. 
He does not say unless what, but presum- 
ably means unless something energetic is 
done to deflect present tendencies. These, 
he thinks, point to the collapse of central 
governments on the European continent, 
and the disintegration of “France,” “Italy” 
and “Germany” into the various states and 
regions which have failed to unite into 
nations. For Britain, America and Russia 
the outlook is much more grim—dictator- 
ship by planners. 


He prophesies on the two great uncer- 
tainties of the day. The Conservatives will 


win the election but their attempts to de- 
nationalise industry will cause such con- 
fusion that they will resign power to a 
non-party government. There will be no 
third world war because the dread of atom 
warfare will become so acute that govern- 
ments will scarcely dare to admit even its 
possibility; the atom bomb will be the 
surest guarantee of peace the world has 
yet known. 
* 


43ROM Britain and the Continent of 

Europe, there come to Peace News 
office many little magazines. They are 
valuable evidence of the desire to find a 
way of peace and to bestride the barriers 
of nation and language. 

Two received recently which are above 
the average are the monthly review of 
Unité des Peuples (10, rue St. Victor 
Genéve, Switzerland) an organisation 
aiming at better understanding and identity 
of end and means between all peoples, and 
Maniiskripte issued by the Comradeship of 
Peace (Internationale Arbeitsgemeinschaft, 
Arnfried Saddai, Wuppertal-Elberfeld, 
Weissenburgstrasse 27, Germany) a_ truly 
ambitious effort. T.R.D. 


VERA BRITTAIN on the 


World Pacifist Conference 


UST back from nine weeks in India and Pakistan, Vera 
Brittain now contributes her impressions of the Conference. 


Her -travels took her from Delhi in the north to Cape Comorin 


in the extreme south; from Madras in the east to Bombay in the a 
She finished up at Karachi in an endeavour to understand ' 
both points of view in the Indo-Pakistan conflict. 


west. 


HE World Pacifist Conference 
was a unique experience in 
mutual encouragement. 


To find delegates from totally different 
countries, cultures, and backgrounds 
speaking the same spiritual language, and 
subscribing to almost identical values, gave 
to each member of national pacifist minori- 
ties the supporting sense of a “cloud of 
witness’ which no one present will ever 
forget. 

But still more important, for Western 
delegates, was the altered perspective on 
world affairs given to them by their weeks 
in Asia, 

When Pandit Nehru, in the downright 


; speech which closed the Sevagram section 


of the Conference, stated that the people 
of Europe, though it had been a battle- 
ground, were better off than the people of 
India, which was undamaged by war, he 
emphasised the basic fact that impressed 
every thoughtful delegate. 

In cities and towns, and on long dusty 
train journeys through the innumerable 
railway stations which in India are centres 
of social activity, the foreign visitors re- 
peatedly saw the poverty, overcrowding 
and undernourishment which is the fate of 
tens of millions. In the 700,000 Indian 
villages, to which Gandhi was the first to 
direct world attention, only the barest be- 
ginning has been made in meeting Asia’s 
primary needs of food, pure water, cleanli- 
ness, and elementary sanitation. 

It is in this light that the threat to peace 
of Communism, which the West sees as a 
head-on clash between the Soviet Union and 
the United States armed with the hydrogen 
bomb, must be newly understood. 

In this light also the menacing Indo- 
Pakistan dispute appears not as a_ local 
squabble between recalcitrant neighbours 
with whom the West is hardly concerned, 
but as the potential source of a third world 
war. If the cold and bitter conflict between 
India and Pakistan suddenly bursts into 
flame, the ony country liable to benefit is 


| Russia, 


While official delegates ostentatiously 
walk out at UNO conferences, the seeds of 
war flourish grimly amid the poverty, star- 
vation, insecurity and fear of a_half- 
forgotten continent. 

* 


* 


F I were asked what work immediately 

arises for British pacifists from the de- 
liberations of the Conference, I should 
begin by enumerating six different cate- 
gories. 

First, because most urgent, they should 
make a comparative study of outstanding 
centres of possible world conflict, with a 
view to discovering what practical measures 
of reconciliaton can be taken by pacifists 
and other interested groups. In such a 
study, the Indo-Pakistan struggle over 
Kashmir should be given its due place as a 
concern especially affecting the Common- 
wealth, and one in which opportunities of 
reconciliation ought to be immediately ex- 
plored, owing to the rapid deterioration of 
mutual relationships. 

Second should come the development of 
trained “peace armies” (known to India 
as “ Satyagrahi Units”), to exercise them- 
selves by continual service to the com- 
munity in peace-time, and to prepare for 
war, should it come, by special non-violent 
techniques. Such groups, to which Pacifist 
Service Units and the IVSP might well con- 
tribute their quota, should be as ready to 
make the final sacrifice as any military 
regiment. 

Thirdly, I would suggest a study of the 
world-wide character of racial discrimina- 
tion, and of the extent to which non-violent 
resistance against it should form part of 
the immediate work of ‘“ peace armies.” 
Michael Scott, one of the few delegates to 
join me in visiting Pakistan as well as 
India, has some constructive suggestions to 
make in this field. 

Fourthly, I believe that the world pacifist 
movement should develop a considered and 
consistent policy in relation to Communist 
peace propaganda. <A valuable paper on 
the possibilities and limitations of co- 
operation between pacifists and Communists 
was read by A. J. Muste, of USA, and will 
be available when the Conference docu- 
ments are distributed. In a personal Jetter 
he also suggests that national conferences 
might usefully be held between writers and 
other artists who are pacifists, in order to 
consider how best to embody in their work 
the fundamentals of pacifist faith (as dis- 
tinet from practical “ peace propaganda ”’). 

In the fifth place, I think that Western 
pacifists should examine how far Gandhi's 
Basie Education policy, to which the Con- 
ference gave two whole days at Santini- 
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Church 
Seen yea 
{ —oh yes, 
ketan, is applicable to countries other ™) 
India. Some delegates, in their enthusi#® HUS cr 
for Gandhian values and doctrines, see When t 
to me to over-emphasise the feasibility @ Urchill y 
applying his “Constructive Programme h a ¥ 
in such highiy industrialised countries fheste1 
the United States. Even in India, and @ 9ie rise of 
least in its official circles, there has ™ [.°¢ sketchil 
questionably been a pacifist recession 5! gare 
Gandhi's death. Hence arises the sist® an . 
cant reflection that pacifism appears to Mshiy 
ceed best when it is identified with 9%) }. i ’ 
vital and constructive national need, § ' gneth 
as Indian independence, and the defence ° |i’, ae 
their spiritual and social integrity by be supres 
Norwegians against the Nazis. aut their 


Finally, and most fundamentally, ! shod tr. 
like to see British pacifists—so often &° 
but somewhat circumscribed Christians; 
attempt to understand other peoples uf : 
terms of the teaching of the great wor ty 
religions, and to work out for ultim 
educational purposes a synthesis of = 
values which in each major faith CO 
bute to social and political peace. 1 
Christmas morning service at Sevagray, 
in which the Christian, Hindu, Moslem, 2% 
Buddhist Scriptures all found their Pp! 1h 
gave a small example of the manner ! 


which such teaching might be initiate 


* * 


AVE I any criticisms to offer of the 
Conference? Yes, there are sont 
though they relate mainly to matters 
detail which should not receive disp! 
tionate attention. en 
Comment has, I understand, already be ; 
made on the overloading of the ager 
which obliged most delegates to live ™ 
perpetual rush, and reduced those who of 
to work hardest to a_ state don? 
fatigue in which the best work is not 
nor the wisest judgments exercised. 
penultimate session at Sevagram was 
mitted to continue until nearly 2 a." 
order to “receive” recommendations 
which quite half might well have been © 
carded. oc 
Overloaded agenda, however, are char 
teristic of all conferences, though 4 * i 
devotional and contemplative spirit mF 
perhaps have been expected from this oth 
Here I do not think that the fault lay a 
the Indians, though they may havé ©" 
responsible for the over-large number 
public speeches and attendance at 1). 
tions expected from delegates, and yer? 
pecially from the few whose names z 
already known to the Indian public. 
These heavy programmes obliged ’ 
travellers to forero explorations 4? een 
periences which would ultimately have thei” 
more valuable not only to them but to tess" 
Indian hosts. From this standpoint the } 
known delegates were the more fort ative 
they were left with at least some inl 
in the allocation of their time. sneles? 
Such eager demands were never a al 
merely the reverse side to the golden "ie 
of Indian hospitality, so kind and 58° 
rous that one can only pity the Mee 
British who for nearly two centut? 
prived themselves of its warmth. |. | 
A more important criticism atta’ op” 
think, to the failure of the Confer nian 
ganisers to give their guests a 
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visualise, and it was ae 
achi were there ° 
achievements that we he hims 


been the first to insist that a 
tion does not consist exclusive 
communities, rural industries, 
centres. 

Except at Santiniketan, 
cultural tradition still centred | = 
family, there was a, depressing 
about the schedules presented Ae esi! 
delegates all over India. Those w ; 
to learn something of Indian le a 
architecture and journal het 

uite hard for the opportunliy: na 
the cities I visited, I asked for the Tit 
of useful books on modern 
ture, but not until I rene as 7 
the enlightened capital of rters 

fe, ae Bombay (the neadart facie” a 
the Indian PEN), did I receive mi; | 
nswers. T 2 
But these things said. I can oe ign 
that to dwell on such details 

the forest for the trees. hal 

What really matters is tha nference 0 a 
gate to the World Pacifist 2 ie time 100 
henceforth see the history ° 7 will 
totally different perspectiv’s sows up 
through a series of new ae i 
needs and problems of the 
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US crowed the Daily Telegraph 
When the young Radical, Winston 
Programm laren was ejected from his N-W 
countries #) “chester seat before World War I. 


ndia, and ™ The rise of this amazing politician is out- 


here has w sketchily, but entertainingly in “ Win- 
acession SI 


Tayo turchill in War and Peace” (Unity 

3 the signi phe ne Co., Ltd. 2s. 6d.) by Emrys 
»ypears to suv Ahi until Feb. 3, Labour M.P. for South 
d with somj a 
il need, sutogs lengthy quotations from Churchill’s 
re defence Fin, €s over the past 45 years make this 

“ty by tlt it * Useful document. Rarely indeed, can 
grity Oe wy sUkeested that statements are taken 
\. 2a their context, for if anything, the 
ally, I should | Mor 
o often go 


has been too generous in his ex- 
and readers will be forgiven if they 


“Churchill out—language fails us just when it is most needed. 
een yearning for this to happen; with a yearning beyond utterance. Figures 
—oh yes, there are figures, but who cares for figures today 2? Churevill is ou!, 
out, OUT.” 


“ffrey Pittock-Buss reviews 
Marys Hughes’ new book = 


WINSTON CHURCHILL IN 
WAR AND PEACE 


We have all 


fulsomely; Hitler he credited with un- 
doubted ability. This, presumably, came 
easily to the Free Trader who, as Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, cut right across his 
earlier, loudly-proclaimed policy. 


How does it arise that a man can treat 
truth with such contempt ? Presumably be- 
cause he subordinates everything, principles 
included, to what he conceives to be the need 
of the moment. In this way he has a 
strange affinity with the “ bloody baboons ” 
of Communism. 


In the light of experience, it is strange 
to look back on that young orator who pro- 
claimed shortly after the Boer War that 
military expenditure would not bring with 
it. security. 


“From the highest sentimental reasons,” 


| JAPAN JOURNEY—13 


| A Garden 


| Gjoue of the group spent last week 
| building a garden. It was lots 
‘of fun. We had a small triangular 
plot at the entrance to our housing 
project and all summer we have been 
thinking of a garden there. 


One day a sixth grade class from a 
inearby primary school came_ with their 
teachers to “interview” us. They wanted 
ito make some sort of a school project out of 
;the visit. They had their questions all 
- written out and some of them amuzed us. 
They were not written by the teacaevs he- 
jcause the children asked them, and ex- 
plained their meaning, in such a way it 
was obvious that they knew what they were 
talking about. 


After that visit, three very bright boys 
about 12 years old came every evening 
- after schoo] to work with us. We gave them 
ito Pinkey and they started carrying soil 
|for our garden. Later their teacher came 
“ help us and one of their mothers came 
also. 
i we could use on the houses we turned them 
loose carrying soil for the garden. 


So whenever we had more help than | 


February 17, 1950, PEACE NEWS—5 
By Floyd Schmoe 


it i 
iroshima 
a gesture of international friend- 


AS 

A ship, a party of Americans led by 
Professor Floyd Schmoe of the Ameri- 
can FoR, is visiting Japan on a project 
to help build houses for some of the 
innocent victims of the war. The cost 


is contributed by interested Americans 
and the scheme is under the care of the 
Japan Yearly Meeting of Friends. 


construction company that is rebuilding the 
church and they offered to give them to us 
and sent a truck and four men to haul them 
for us. 

So our garden will have trees and rocks, 
a stone lantern by a reflection pool, and 
a bench to sit on. The bench is for medita- 
tion but on moonlit nights it may very well 
serve other useful purposes. 
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NEW GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD TAKE 
RISKS FOR PEACE 


-——Dr. Barnes 


HE end of conscription, refusal 

to make or use atomic weapons, 
and large scale reduction in arma- 
ment expenditure should be the 
three main aims of a new Govern- 
ment, said the Bishop of Birmingham 
(Dr. E. W. Barnes) last Saturday. 


The creation of a government pledged to 
peace and ready to take great risks to pre- 
serve it is of primary importance today, 
he added. 


Let freedom go 


Freedom was not worth preserving at 
the price of destruction of whole cities and 
populations. Loss of freedom, if it hap- 
pened, would not be permanent, with com- 
munications, physical and mental, growing 
so fast that some kind of international 
union of mankind was certain. 

Dr. Barnes was speaking at the instftu- 
tion of the new vicar of St. Jude’s Church, 
Birmingham, the Rev. W. E. Brooke, re- 
ports the Sunday Mercury. 


TOM ABBOTT 


NJ OTTINGHAM pacifists heard with sor- 
+ yow which will be shared by members 
of the peace movement throughout the East 
Midlands of the death on Sunday of 
Thomas Abbott, of 2 Loscoe Mount Road, 
Sherwood. Nottingham. He was in his 
early sixties. 

Trevor Wadsworth writes: All who had 
the privilege of being associated in huw- 
ever small a way with the work that Tom 
Abbott had performed so long and un- 
tiringly in the cause of peace and recon- 
ciliation in his native city and county will 
ee how great is the void created by his 

eath. 


Launched COs work scheme 


Since the days when he was himself a 
CO in World War I no effort had been too 
much for him to strengthen in spirit and 
helping in practical ways those whose con- 
science led them to resist war. A founder- 
member of the PPU in Nottingham, he had 
been a tower of strength ever since. 


* To countless CO’s he was guide, coun- 
sellor and friend during World War IJ, and 
many had his help in their stand at the tri- 
bunals and later, in finding jobs in days 
when hostility to pacifists was rife. It was 
Tom Abbott who, in conjunction with the 
Rev. S. Crawford, launched a scheme which 
was instrumental in finding many CO’s 
work with the Forestry Commission at 
Bez ntgn. near Gainsborough, and in other 
units. 


Unsparing work for Pacifism 


_ Nor was he any less sparing in his ac- 
tivities for the CBCO, on whose London 
executive he served, and later with a lead- 
ing part in Nottingham’s “Save Europe 
Now” campaigns. All this in addition to 
his business as a yarn agent, which took 
him frequently away from the city. 


Tom Abbott was brought up a Methodist, 
but of late years had been an “ attender” 
at the Friends’ Meeting House; it was 
typical of him that when asked why he 
didn’t become a member, he once replied: 
“I’m not good enough...” His friends 
knew better. 

_ For long troubled by illness he made 
light of his complaint. He leaves a widow 
and two daughters. 


keke kk ek KR 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


received the following important 
pacifist works from India. 


MAHATMA GANDHI & BIHAR 8s. 


Reminiscences by the pacifist President 
of India 
Dr. RAJENDRA PRASAD 


THE INDIA OF MY DREAMS J 5s. 
compiled by R. K. pa from the writings 
0 
Mahatma Gandhi 


BAP U 5s, 


The conversations and correspondence of 
Gandhi with a co-worker for 15 years in 
his ashram. 

F. MARY BARR 


THE NEW COMMUNISM Is. 8d. 


“Marxism is an outworn creed—a great 
spiritual awakening is needed,” says 


ALOKANANDA MAHABHARATI 


has 


Add postage: Books 6d., Booklets 3d. 
Half price for each extra copy. 


Send your book tokens to 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP LIMITED 
(the pacifist booksellers) 
3 Blackstock Road London N.4 
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Election Letters to the Editor 


Liberal viewpoint 


WE are fortunate in this constituency to 
M have as our Liberal candidate Mr. LI. 
Evans, a Quaker and active pacifist. But 
even on the wider front our vigorous de- 
mand for World Government, for the aboli- 
tion of conscription, for Free Trade, our 
fight for Human Rights, for more help for 
refugee’s and DP’s puts us in the forefront 
of those who genuinely desire peace and 
happiness for all men, irrespective of race, 
nationality, colour or creed. 


It is part of the agreed policy of the 
Liberal Party that “while observing due 
prudence, military preparedness, though it 
may for a time preserve peace, cannot 
create peace, and therefore we put our 
trust in a policy of reconciliation, justice, 
human sympathy and the principle of the 
Good Neighbour.” 


The Liberal Party can at least claim an 
honourable place among the genuine 
fighters for peace and friendship amongst 
the nations—it is more than a political 
party, it is a religious faith whose return 
into British politics could become a power- 
ful factor for the moral and spiritual good 
of this nation and the world. 


K. H. FARNHAM 


“ Ivydene,” 
Little Houghton, Northampton. 


The Liberal Record 


qT is time we ceased to take it for granted 
that all pacifists are, or should be, at- 
tached to some brand of Socialism. It is 
time we awakened to the dangers which are 
inherent in the Socialist State, where the 
individual inevitably counts for less and less 
and the state becomes more and more all- 
embracing. ; 
It is not a coincidence that it was the 
Liberals who were most feared and most 
bitterly persecuted by the dictators in Eu- 
rope; neither is it a coincidence that the 
political refugees who have been arriving in 
this country since 1945 have turned to the 
Liberal Party here, not to the Socialists. 


Socialism is a way of achieving by demo- 
cratic means what the Communists would 
institute by force. To reach this goal it 
seems that the British Labour Party is quite 
willing to sacrifice freedom and individyal 
liberty. It is amazing haw little protest 
was forthcoming from the Labour members 
in the House when the Government decided 
to continue the direction of labour and mili- 
tary conscription ! 


Finally, it was evident from a recent issue 
of Peace News that the idea of world 
government was supported by more Liberal 
candidates than by those of the other par- 


ties. 
LIONEL G. AYLIFF 
Langham Oaks School, 
Nr. Colchester, Essex. 


Obvious solution 


[- now seems obvious that the solution for 

the pacifist is to vote Liberal at the 
coming election. The Liberal Party is op- 
posed to conscription, and concerned with 
the principles of true freedom. 


The eclipse of the Party during the last 
thirty years or so may be responsible in 
some measure for the calamities that have 
overtaken England, Europe, and the world. 
Certainly free trade between the nations 
would have done much to establish an at- 
mosphere of good will, and consequently 
peace. 

I should like to commend to readers of 
Peace News Sir Gilbert Murray’s article, 
The Meaning of Liberalism, in the current 


World Review. 
DALLAS KENMARE 
Lynhurst Hill, 
Barnt Green, Worcs. 


Stay at home 


WEVEREND W. MARTIN ANDREW 

-Y reflects my own views. My chief com- 
plaint is, the mud-throwing of candidates, 
and especially those in high places. Also 
the attitude of the Government to conscrip- 
tion, and the way tribunals are dealing with 
young men of conscience. 

I also am against the atorn bomb, and 
eannot think of America other than a 
nation of polished barbarism. 

I shall not vote. 

MALCOLM M. NIVEN 
4 College Square, 
Llanelly, Carms. 


From MERTHYR TYDFIL comes 


“FORUM MAGAZINE” 


An international medium of Free Expression. 


Current number contains the following: 


THE CASE FOR A WORLD LANGUAGE 


English and Esperanto examined by international 
journalist. 


HOW SOCIALIST IS BRITAIN ? 


—An Indian Viewpoint (reprinted from the Calcutta 
weekly review ‘‘ Tide’). 


THIS INSURANCE BUSINESS ? 
by CLAUDE STANFIELD 


Amalgamated Union of Life Assurance 


President, 
Workera. 


3d. per copy (post free 4d. a copy, 28. doz.) 
“FORUM MAGAZINE” 
80 Pontmorlais, Merthyr Tydfil 


Spoil your vote 


@UINCE it is the citizen’s duty, as well as 
. his right to register his political views 
in an election, it seems to me imperative 
that all who feel they cannot conscientiously 
vote for any of the existing parties, should 
bear public witness to their opinion, going 
to their polling station and handing in a 
voting paper, purposely defaced by either 
a written protest or absence of any mark. 
R. D. GASCOIGNE 
41 Eccleston Square, 
London, S.W.1. 


A painful duty 


( UR crying need today is to find a means 

: of settling international disputes and 
enforcing the settlement. This requires an 
international authority which can make 
decisions and enforce them without war 
(which UNO cannot do). The only way 
to enforce decisions without war is to en- 
force them directly upon the individual | 
citizen by due process of law. (To coerce | 
communities or governments causes war.) 


It is sometimes a painful duty to abstain 
from voting. But I and my friends in the 
World Movement for World Federal 
Government are determined not to support 
any candidate who does not specifically 
pledge himself to work for the convening 
this year of a Constituent Assembly to draft 
a workable constitution to replace the woe- 
fully inadequate UN Charter. 

HAROLD Ss, BIDMEAD 


London, E.C.3. 


Why vote Labour? 


ACCORDING to Audrey Jupp, pacifists 
44. Should vote Labour, although that 
party has been the first to introduce con- 
scription in peace time. 

Likewise, complete disarmament is a 
vital plank in the pacifist platform, and al- 
though the Communist Party of the USSR 
is the only party, when in power, to have 
ever proposed this very thing, yet we should 
not vote for a Communist. 

DON L. PHILLIPS 


“ Pensilva,” 
69, Audley Avenue, Torquay. 


is Bevin’s way practical 7 


Js Bevin’s way practical now in face of 
the newer weapons? Or is it the road 
to disaster? This is not a moral issue 
only, but practical politics. 

We must admit, that broadly speaking, 
the “home” policy of the Labour Party is 
better than that of the Tories. But no one 
who recognises the danger of the inter- 
national situation can pay very much atten- 
tion to national policy if war threatens to 
destroy it all. 

Foreign policy is the important issue 
today, and who can say that Bevin has a 
policy any different from that of Churchill. 
My standards of morality would not allow 
me to vote for the policies he advocates. It 
is a policy so evil and impractical that it) 
could not get my support as a pacifist. 

JACK SUTHERLAND 
152 Camberwell Road, 
S.E.5. 


Losing a golden opportunity 


THAT Labour Pacifists should remain in 
the Labour Party is a matter for their 
own conscience, and is no doubt sound from 
some viewpoints; but if our minority Is to 
fear voting for its own Pacifist candidates 
because of a possible loss of one or fwo ron- 
Pacifist Labour seats to Tories, then I fear 
we are losing a golden opportunity of ad- 
vancing our cause, which, after all, ought to 
be the chief concern of all pacifists who real- 
ly believe in their faith. 
ERIC W. DURKIN 


Chislehurst, Kent. 


Must pacifists be Left? 


Cc: R. M. Oehlcke says: ‘“ The frequent 
‘ linking of pacifism with Left-wing poli- 
tics is no help to the PPU and only weakens 
and divides an already small body.” 


This is true in my own experience. I know 
of people who are near-pacifists but who 
steer clear of the PPU because of the impli- 
cation that you must be politically Left~in 
order to be a pacifist. 

Having been a member of the Methodist 
Church for a good many years, I feel con- 
vinced that the most fruitful field for vaci- 
fist recruitment is the Church, but we shall 
never win people while we continue to sneer 
at anyone with Right-wing political views. 

ELLEN HANDS 
16, Venetia Road, N.4. 


PN WANTED IN JAPAN 


AWE have received an appeal from peace 

Y workers in Japan for Peace News to 
be sent to regularly to the Mayors of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki, and to a friendly 
news agency. 


Many other free copies are already being 
sent abroad~each week to overseas pacifists 
unable to send subscriptions. Readers who 
would care to help with this work are in- 
| vited to “adopt” our friends abroad by 
donating their subscriptions. . 16s. 6d. 
pays for a year’s supply. We shall advise 
you for whom your gift is being used, and 
can assure you that it will be very grate- 
fully welcomed. 


| Please send to the Manager, Peace News 


Ltd., 3 Blackstock Road, London N. 4. 
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Mr. Acheson » ++ outlined the uselee f— 
ness of agreements with Russia t % 


based on the strength of those negotiaveny 
with the Soviet Union. RACE 
—Daily Telegraph, Feb. 10, 1960 H-BO 

For we have gone too far, oh much toe i 
Towards the darkness and the shadow 

death; Hi « 
Let us turn back, lest we should all be lov ow 
Let us go back now though we give ub™ 
The treasure and the vaunt we ever.” 
Let us go back, the only way is lovee , 
—D. H. Lawrence, Lettel® THE me 


me Ommil 

N an account of a conscientl St Truma 
objectors’ tribunal publis Mime 
cently in the New Statesman, a W@{itigy " * 


tion to an applicant on how he ¥® 


oppose an invader received 
answer: “ By love.” D 
1 
“What's the use of love with a Pam 


division coming down the street?” 7 


“X,” the examiner. 

“X” probably was quite sincere and 
narrow terms. He would no doubt als0 «i T 
“What's the use of love against the is}t 


bomb? ” And he would believe the que 
to be unanswerable. J 
But he would be wrong. Tolerance iy 


understanding, imagination and g008™. 
these are all ingredients of that much a 
used word love, and, it is precisely that 
of approach that is required, for it a 


only protection and the only defence 45 
invasion or the high explosive bomb. 


There are always two sides to any 
tion and the reasons for Panzer dive 
coming along the streets of an enemy” 
pied country are never discussed at b/ al 
nals and seldom faced by the public ® 

ee, 4 

Here they come, these armoured divis¥ 
here are the bombs and “ doodle-bug$ 
the rockets, launchéd out of sheer 9% 
siveness and determination to dominat j 
world ! So we are told, and so the m4" iJ 
believe, causes are not sought nor 140 
sidered, and the whole truth is 3° J 
heard. 


As seen from Russia 


It takes very little stretch of imaely 
tion to see that in Russia today 
covery and production of the Atom an iy 
drogen bombs by the Western powers 


terpreted and believed to be agyress!* u 
dominating. Each side believes the 
of the other. OPNicn, 
oy Meng sec 
It is a futile absurdity to maintal" od Th 
because Russia will not agree to teh hy ® PP 
control and inspection put forward ? he, delus 
Western powers, there is no other D2?" y8)\ Ugh a 
agreement. That is to say, in effect), yoead 
unless the agreement is on our term’ ‘4 rei Tepl 
can be no agreement, and the only 1gn 
arbiter is to be the H-bomb. an _ 
Yet all thinking people must kno¥, ; 
nothing will be decided by a cataS™.y ti) 
clash between East and West; 3 clas" 


away never to be retrieved; we mu 
concessions while there is still time: ie 


0 
The only way is, in fact, the way of cet 
ance and good will, humility and 58¢), a0 
the way of love. It is the right ans" gt 
the only answer, and it cannot P 
that it would not work for it has met 
tried. There can be no doubt that Yaith 
is ripe for pacifist work and pacifist 
be accepted and understood as never rw 
Let us grasp the challenge and £° 
with renewed strength and courage 


If you intend to register a5 # 


write for help and advice t? the 


Central Board for CONSCIENTIOUS OBIF” ci 
6 Endaleigh Street ° « .- Londo™ 
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Pianoforte Recital by 


rick 
Frank Mer at 


Programme includes? 
Sonata in F, Op. 10, No. 2 
Suite No.3 in Go. ee, 
(First performance 1n 
(Passacaglia) La  pield. ete 4) 

Byrd, Bach, Schubert. 1° gr 
93., Hall 
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6s., 3s, agents 
and usua eve 

Imperial Concert Agen 114) 
20 Kingly Street, . 
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